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[57] ABSTRACT 

An article of manufacture includes a computer usable 
medium, including computer-readable program code 
instructions embodied therein, for causing a computer to 
manage data in a measuring apparatus. The instructions 
include a detecting portion utilized for causing the computer 
to detect whether an electrode has been mounted on the 
measuring apparatus. A characteristic measuring portion is 
utilized for causing the computer to measure a characteristic 
of the electrode to determine what type of electrode has been 
mounted on the measuring apparatus. A clocking portion is 
utilized for causing the computer to clock a first period of 
time after the computer has measured the characteristic of 
the electrode. A determining portion is utilized for causing 
the computer to determine whether to measure density of an 
element included in a biological body fluid or whether to 
read out measured density data. A density measuring portion 
is utilized for causing the computer to measure density of the 
element included in the biological body fluid which has been 
placed on the electrode. A density storing portion is utilized 
for causing the computer to store a measured density of the 
element included in the biological body fluid in a storing 
device. A read out portion is utilized for causing the com- 
puter to read out measured density data stored in the storing 
device. 

15 Claims, 12 Drawing Sheets 
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ARTICLE OF MANUFACTURE computer-readable program code detecting means for 

COMPRISING COMPUTER USABLE causing the computer to detect whether an electrode has 

MEDIUM FOR A PORTABLE BLOOD SUGAR been mounted on the measuring apparatus: 

VALUE MEASURING APPARATUS computer-readable program code characteristic measur- 

5 ing means for causing the computer to measure a charac- 

CROS S -REFERENCE TO RELATED teristic of the electrode to determine what type of electrode 

APPLICATIONS has been mounted on the measuring apparatus; 

This is a Continuation-In-Part of application Ser. No. computer-readable program code clocking means for 

08/331.813. filed on Oct. 31, 1994. U.S. Pat. No. 5,587.045. causing the computer to clock a first period of time after the 

10 computer has measured the characteristic of the electrode; 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION computer-readable program code determining means for 

i T7- i a * *u t causing the computer to determine whether to measure 

1. Field of the Invention , £ . M . , , . - , . . , « . . 

density of an element included in a biological body fluid or 

The present invention relates to an article of manufacture wnet her to read out measured density data; 

comprising a computer usable medium, including computer- 15 . 

& v , l j- j *i_ • * • computer-readable program code density measuring 

readable program code means embodied there.ll. for causing means ^ causmg ^ ^ uter , Q measure * ensity of me 

element included in the biological body fluid which has been 

Particularly, the measuring apparatus can be used by a J 

^ ljCrt _ 6 rr . . U1 , ; placed on the electrode; 

patient himself/herself to measure his/her blood sugar value. v . 

. 20 computer-readable program code density storing means 

2. Conventional Art for causing me com puter to store a measured density of the 
A portable blood sugar value-measuring apparatus is element included in the biological body fluid in a storing 

known which stores data of blood sugar values sequentially means; 

measured by a diabetic for himself/herself. In reading out a computer-readable program code read out means for 

plurality of the stored data of the measured blood sugar 25 ^ the com ^ uter to read out me asured density data 

values in such a conventional blood sugar value-measuring sM [n ^ ^ means; and 

apparatus, an operation button provided on the surface " , _ 

thereof is depressed to display them sequentially on a . computer-readable program code output I means for caus- 

, * r J ins the computer to output the measured density data read 

display portion. ° „ A . v * 

. out from the storing means. 

As disclosed in Japanese Laid -Open Patent Publication ~ n . , - _ m . 

i^t *u * i- * a wi a 30 The article of manufacture may further comprise 

No. 357452/1992, the present applicant proposed a blood , , . . _ / , „ . 

. y K . . computer-readable program code erasing means for causing 

sugar value-measuring apparatus having no operation but- . . « *T , . u *u * 

.j ■ .i t i_i j i the computer to determine whether to erase the measured 

tons provided thereon. In the blood sugar value-measuring . . 

... j • *t t» * * *• • density data in the storing means, 

apparatus disclosed in the Patent Publication, various types J & „ 

of electrodes, such as a blood sugar value-measuring one, a „ The of manufacture may further comprise 

correcting one, and the like, each having its own resistance computer-readable program code writing permission/ 

value, are installed on the blood sugar value-measuring nonpermission determining means for causing the computer 

apparatus. When one of them is mounted on the blood sugar to determine whether to store the measured density data to 

value-measuring apparatus, its resistance value is detected me storm S means. 

and then, the blood sugar value-measuring apparatus is set ^ The article of manufacture may further comprise 

to an operation state. In addition, the type of electrode which computer-readable program code value displaying means for 

has been installed on the blood sugar value-measuring causing the computer to display a value based on a resistance 

apparatus can be detected based on its resistance value. In value of an electrode mounted on the measuring apparatus 

this manner, a function of each type of electrode is per- when the type of electrode mounted on the measuring 

formed in the blood sugar value-measuring apparatus. This 45 apparatus is a type for measuring the resistance value, 

construction eliminates the need for the provision of an BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
operation switch. 

These and other objects and features of the present 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION invention will become clear from the following description 

An object of the present invention is to provide an article 50 tak f n ™<*>*i wc *>* with me P referre ? embodiments thereof 

of manufacture cornprising a computer usable medium. w ^ ^erence to the accompanying ; drawings throughout in 

... ^ ~~~ . W1 ~T ^ , . which like parts are designated by like reference numerals, 

including computer-readable program code means embod- . . & J 

jjnfi in wiH^h* 

ied therein, for causing a computer to manage data in a 

measuring apparatus having no operation buttons in order to 1 is a flowchart showing the operation of a data 

eliminate the provision of the operation on reading a plu- 55 managing method read from computer-readable program 

rality of measured values with respect to biological body code means embodied in a computer usable medium in an 

fluid, storing the measured values in a storing means of manufacture according to an embodiment of the 

sequentially, and reading the measured values from the present invention; 

storing means, or the like. PIG. 2 is a flowchart subsequent to the flowchart shown 

In accomplishing the aforementioned object, according to 60 in 

one aspect of the present invention of the article of manu- FIG. 3 is a flowchart subsequent to the flowchart shown 

facture comprising a computer usable medium, there is in FKj. 2; 

provided a computer usable medium, including computer- FIG. 4 is a flowchart showing an embodiment of the 

readable program code means embodied therein, for causing operation of a measuring function to be executed by means 

a computer to manage data in a measuring apparatus, the 65 of a testing electrode; 

computer-readable program code means in the article of FIG. 5 is a flowchart showing an embodiment of the 

manufacture comprising: operation of a correcting function; 
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FIG. 6 is a view showing the display method of data of a 
blood sugar value stored in a RAM; 

FIG. 7 is a perspective view of an example of a blood 
sugar value-measuring apparatus to which the data manag- 
ing method is applied: 5 

FIG. 8 is a block diagram showing an embodiment of the 
construction of the blood sugar value-measuring apparatus 
shown in FIG. 7; 

FIG. 9 is a block diagram showing the construction of a 
CPU shown in FIG. 8; 

FIG. 10 is a perspective view showing the electrode 
shown in FIG. 7; 

FIG. 11 is an exploded perspective view showing another 
electrode; 15 

FIG. 12 is an exploded perspective view showing still 
another electrode; and 

FIG. 13 is a perspective view showing the assembled 
electrode shown in FIG. 12. 

20 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

Before the description of the pr esent invention proceeds, 
it is to be noted that like parts are designated by like 2 5 
reference numerals throughout the accompanying drawings. 

In the embodiment, an article of manufacture comprising 
a computer usable medium is used in a portable measuring 
apparatus. The computer usable medium includes computer- 
readable program code means embodied therein and causes 30 
the computer to manage data in the portable measuring 
apparatus. 

The portable measuring apparatus of the embodiment is 
used to measure density of an element included in biological 
body fluid such as total blood, blood plasma, blood serum, 35 
urine, and so on. As the element. Glucose, lactic acid, 
cholesterol, uric acid, triglyceride, and so on are included. 

The portable measuring apparatus does not have an opera- 
tion switch, similarly to the blood sugar value-measuring 
apparatus disclosed in the Patent Publication previously 40 
described. The operation switch means a switch which is 
mounted on an outer surface of the measuring apparatus and 
can be manually operated by a user. An example of the 
outline of the construction of the measuring apparatus is 
described below. 

Referring to FIG. 7, the measuring apparatus 1 is rectan- 
gular and plate- shaped. There is formed on a side surface la 
of the measuring apparatus 1 in the thickness direction 
thereof a connector 3 into which various electrodes 45 such 
as a measuring electrode 4 for measuring density of the 
element included in the biological body fluid, e.g., blood 
sugar value as shown in FIG. 10 are inserted. A liquid crystal 
display (LCD) 2 occupying a large area of the upper surface 
lb of the measuring apparatus 1 is formed thereon. 

The circuit construction of the measuring apparatus 1 is 
described below with reference to FIG. 8. 

A power battery 57 incorporated in the measuring appa- 
ratus 1 is connected with a battery checking device 58 which 
decides whether the voltage of the power battery 57 is in a 60 
predetermined range. The output slide of the battery checking 
device 58 is connected with a CPU 50. The power battery 57 
is connected with the CPU 50 via a voltage stabilizing circuit 
62, thus supplying the CPU 50 with a predetermined electric 
power. 65 

The connector 3 is connected with the input side of a 
detecting circuit 52 which detects whether or not the elec- 



45 



50 



trode 45 has been mounted on the connector 3, thus output- 
ting a signal indicating that the electrode 45 has been 
mounted on the connector 3 if the electrode 45 has been 
mounted thereon. The connector 3 is also connected with the 
input side of a current/voltage converter 53 for converting 
electric current flowing through the electrode 45 connected 
with the connector 3 into a voltage. The output side of the 
detecting circuit 52 is connected with the CPU 50 so that the 
detecting circuit 52 outputs a signal indicating that the 
electrode 45 has been mounted on the connector 3 to the 
CPU 50. The current/voltage converter 53 is connected with 
the output side of a reaction voltage setting circuit 63 
connected with the output side of the voltage stabilizing 
circuit 62. The reaction voltage setting circuit 63 supplies a 
predetermined reaction voltage to the electrode 45 mounted 
on the connector 3 via the current/voltage converter 53, 
when the reaction voltage setting circuit 63 has been sup- 
plied with a control signal outputted from the CPU. 50 upon 
receipt of a signal from the detecting circuit 52. The current/ 
voltage converter 53 is connected with the output side of a 
gain control circuit 65, the input side of which is connected 
with the CPU 50. The output side of the current/voltage 
converter 53 is connected with the CPU 50 via an A/D 
converter 54. Thus, the intensity of electric current flowing 
through the electrode 45 is converted into a digital value and 
the digital value is supplied to the CPU 50 as data. 

The CPU 50 is connected with a RAM (random access 
memory) 70 for storing the data of density value of the 
element included in the biological body fluid measured by 
the measuring electrode 4. The RAM 70 can store the data 
of latest 10 measured density values and the data of mea- 
sured values of control liquid which will be described later. 

The CPU 50 is also connected with the output side of a 
resetting circuit 64, the input side of which is connected with 
the output side of the voltage stabilizing circuit 62; the 
output side of a temperature sensor 55; the output side of an 
oscillator 60 for outputting clock signals; the input side of 
the LCD 2; the input side of a buzzer 59 for generating an 
alarm; and the input and output sides of a semiconductor 
memory 61 for storing the correction value for each mea- 
suring apparatus. 

Also, the semiconductor memory 61 includes computer- 
readable program code means read out by the CPU 50 for 
managing data in operations as described below of the 
measuring apparatus. The main program code means 
included in the semiconductor memory 61 comprises 
computer-readable program code detecting means for caus- 
ing the computer to detect whether an electrode has been 
mounted on the measuring apparatus; 

computer-readable program code characteristic measur- 
ing means for causing the computer to measure a charac- 
teristic of the electrode to determine what type of electrode 
has been mounted on the measuring apparatus; 

computer-readable program code clocking means for 
causing the computer to clock a first period of time after the 
computer has measured the characteristic of the electrode; 

computer-readable program code detennining means for 
causing the computer to determine whether to measure 
density of an element included in a biological body fluid or 
whether to read out measured density data; 

computer-readable program code density measuring 
means for causing the computer to measure density of the 
element included in the biological body fluid which has been 
placed on the electrode; 

computer-readable program code density storing means 
for causing the computer to store a measured density of the 
element included in the biological body fluid in a storing 
means; 
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computer-readable program code read out means for 
causing the computer to read out measured density data 
stored in the storing means; and 

computer-readable program code output means for caus- 
ing the computer to output the measured density data read 5 
out from the storing means. 

Also, the program code means may further comprise 
computer-readable program code erasing means for causing 
the computer to determine whether to erase the measured 10 
density data in the storing means. 

Also, the program code means may further comprise 
computer-readable program code writing means for causing 
the computer to determine whether to store the measured 
density data to the storing means. 15 

Also, the program code means may further comprise 
computer-readable program code value displaying means for 
causing the computer to display a value based on a resistance 
value of an electrode mounted on the measuring apparatus 
when the type of electrode mounted on the measuring 
apparatus is a type for measuring the resistance value. 

The portable measuring apparatus of the embodiment 
measures density of glucose and then displays a blood sugar 
value based on the measured density of glucose. 2 s 
Accordingly, the semiconductor memory 61 in the portable 
measuring apparatus of the embodiment includes computer- 
readable program code means with respect to managing the 
blood sugar value data. 

Each of the portable measuring apparatuses has each 30 
semiconductor memory respectively including computer- 
readable program code means with respect to managing the 
data of the to-be-measured element. 



20 



35 



The outline of the fundamental operation, similar to that 
disclosed in the above -described Patent Publication, of the 
measuring apparatus 1 having the above construction is 
described below. 

The main component contained in the reagent layer of the 
measuring electrode 4 consists of oxidoreductase having a 40 
substrate contained in biological body fluid and a redox 
compound serving as a substance for transporting electrons 
of the oxidoreductase. 

The measuring object measured by the measuring elec- 
trode 4 is biological body fluid such as total blood, blood 45 
plasma, blood serum, urine, and so on. 

The measuring element of the biological body fluid is 
glucose, lactic acid, cholesterol, uric acid, triglyceride, and 
so on. 50 

For example, when the substrate is glucose, the glucose 
oxidase (hereinafter referred to as GOD) is used as oxi- 
doreductase and potassium ferricyanide serving as mediator. 
When the electrode is supplied with measured liquid con- 
taining glucose, the mediator, namely, potassium ferricya- 55 
nide and glucose react with each other in the presence of 
GOD as shown by an equation 1 shown below to form 
potassium ferrocyanide corresponding to the density of 
glucose. At a certain interval, an electric circuit is used in 
this embodiment to apply a certain voltage to both ends of 60 
a lead of the electrode. The intensity of oxidation current 
thus obtained is proportional to the density of potassium 
ferrocyanide formed by the reaction shown by the equation 
1, namely, the density of glucose. Thus, the density of 
glucose contained in the measured liquid can be measured 65 
by measuring the intensity of electric current generated by 
the application of the voltage to the electrode. 



I Equation 1 



D-Glucose + 2Fe(CNV-+ H 2 0 



GOD 



> 



Gluconic acid + 2H* + 2Fe(CNV 
aWN*- constant voltage > ^N^- + *r 



For example, when the substrate is lactic acid, the lactate 
oxidase (hereinafter referred to as LOD) is used as oxi- 
doreductase and potassium ferricyanide serving as mediator. 
When the electrode is supplied with measured liquid con- 
taining lactic acid, the mediator, namely, potassium ferri- 
cyanide and lactic acid react with each other in the presence 
of LOD as shown by an equation 2 shown below to form 
potassium ferrocyanide corresponding to the density of 
lactic acid. At a certain interval, an electric circuit is used in 
this embodiment to apply a certain voltage to both ends of 
a lead of the electrode. The intensity of oxidation current 
thus obtained is proportional to the density of potassium 
ferrocyanide formed by the reaction shown by the equation 
2, namely, the density of lactic acid. Thus, the density of 
lactic acid contained in the measured liquid can be measured 
by measuring the intensity of electric current generated by 
the application of the voltage to the electrode. 

(Equation 2| 



L-Lactate + 2Pe(0$)<?- LQD > 



2Fe(CN>6 4 - 



constant 



Pryuvate acid + 2H + + 2Fe(CNV 



For example, when the substrate is cholesterol, the cho- 
lesterol oxidase (hereinafter referred to as ChOD) is used as 
oxidoreductase and potassium ferricyanide serving as 
mediator. When the electrode is supplied with measured 
liquid containing cholesterol, the mediator, namely, potas- 
sium ferricyanide and cholesterol react with each other in 
the presence of ChOD as shown by an equation 3 shown 
below to form potassium ferrocyanide corresponding to the 
density of cholesterol. At a certain interval, an electric 
circuit is used in this embodiment to apply a certain voltage 
to both ends of a lead of the electrode. The intensity of 
oxidation current thus obtained is proportional to the density 
of potassium ferrocyanide formed by the reaction shown by 
the equation 3, namely, the density of cholesterol. Thus, the 
density of cholesterol contained in the measured liquid can 
be measured by measuring the intensity of electric current 
generated by the application of the voltage to the electrode. 

[Equation 3 J 



Cholesterol + 2Fe(CN)e 3 -+ H 2 0 ChQP > 



2Fe(CNV 



4-. 



constant 



choleste-4-en-3-one + 2H + + 2Fe(CN) 6 ' < 
voltage > 2F*CNV- + 2e- 



In a following explanation, it is taken as an example that 
the blood is selected from among the biological body fluid 
and then the blood sugar value is measured by the measuring 
apparatus. 

First, the measuring electrode 4 is inserted into the 
connector 3. When the detecting circuit 52 has detected the 
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insertion of the measuring electrode 4 into the connector 3, 
the reaction voltage setting circuit 63 serving as the power 
supply applies a predetermined voltage necessary for obtain- 
ing response electric current to the terminal of the connector 
3. Thus, the response electric current flowing through the 
measuring electrode 4 inserted into the connector 3 is 
converted into a voltage by the current/voltage converter 53 
and then, the voltage is converted into binary data by the 
A/D converter 54. 

The CPU 50 reads an output signal of the A/D converter 
54. thus executing processing. Trie measuring electrode 4 
containing enzyme is considered to be a kind of a resistor. 
Supposing that the resistance value of the measuring elec- 
trode 4 is Rs; the amplification resistance of the current/ 
voltage converter 53 is Rf : and a voltage to be applied to the 
terminal of the connector 3 is E. the output voltage E Q of the 
current/voltage converter 53 is found by the following 
equation: 

E Q =E+b<Jij±E+(E/Rs)xRf 

The resistance value Rs of the measuring electrode 4 is as 
great as an infinite quantity when the measuring electrode 4 
is not supplied with to-be-measured liquid. Accordingly, the 
intensity (i) of electric current is very small and thus* the 
output voltage E D of the current/voltage converter 53 is 
nearly equal to E. 

When the measuring electrode 4 is supplied with the 
to-be-measured liquid, the resistance value Rs of the mea- 
suring electrode 4 drops rapidly. Consequently, the output 
voltage Bo increases rapidly. Therefore, the dropping of the 
liquid to the measuring electrode 4 can be detected by 
always monitoring the output voltage Eq of the current/ 
voltage converter 53. 

Thus, the CPU 50 detects the change in the output voltage 
Eq of the current/voltage converter 53 based on a signal 
supplied thereto from the A/D converter 54, thus starting a 
measuring timer automatically. 

In adjusting the measuring apparatus 1, an adjusting 
electrode is used. The adjusting electrode has a configuration 
similar to that of the measuring electrode 4 and a constant 
resistance value much smaller than that (infinite quantity) of 
an unused electrode. That is, when the voltage of the 
adjusting electrode is measured, the adjusting electrode 
indicates a stable and constant voltage from the beginning of 
measurement. Thus, the CPU 50 can discriminate several 
kinds of adjusting electrodes from each other based on 
different voltages. 

The term adjusting electrode is used generically to 
describe several types of electrodes including an adjusting 
mode switch-over electrode, am electrode for correcting 
error between the apparatuses, a calibrating electrode, a 
testing electrode, a unit-switching electrode, and the like. If 
the adjusting electrode is determined to be the calibrating 
electrode, the CPU 50 automatically discrirninates and 
selects a proper working curve corresponding to the cali- 
brating electrode from a plurality of working curves stored 
in the measuring apparatus, according to the resistance value 
(voltage) thereof. 

When the adjusting electrode is determined to be the 
testing electrode, the voltage thereof is converted into a 
density, and the density is displayed on the LCD 2. The CPU 
50 decides whether or not the measuring apparatus is 
abnormal based on the density. 

When the adjusting electrode is determined to be the 
unit-switching electrode, the voltage thereof is automatically 
altered/converted into each density unit (for example, mg/dl. 
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mmol/L) so as to display the density unit on the LCD 2. 
Table 1 shows relations between the resistance value and the 
working curve for each calibrating electrode. 
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calibrating 


resistance value 


working curve 


electrode No. 


(K£l) 


No. 


0 


27 


F -0 


1 


30 


F- 1 


2 


33 


F - 2 


3 


36 


F - 3 


4 


39 


F - 4 


5 


43 


F - 5 


6 


47 


F - 6 


7 


51 


F - 7 


8 


56 


F - 8 


9 


62 


F - 9 



It is possible to increase the number of terminals of the 
connector 3 so as to insert the calibrating electrode or the 

20 testing electrode into the terminals other than the terminal 
into which the electrode is inserted. 

There is a possibility that a method of discriminating the 
calibrating electrode or the testing electrode from other 

25 kinds of electrodes based on only the resistance value 
thereof leads to a decision that an electrode used which has 
been erroneously inserted into the connector 3 is the cali- 
brating electrode or the testing electrode. In order to prevent 
such an erroneous decision, the following method is adopted 

30 in the portable measuring apparatus 1. 

A voltage E OA of an electrode inserted into the connector 
3 is measured when the power supply is turned on, and a 
voltage Eo 2 thereof is measured again at an interval of 
several seconds in relation to the point when the power 

35 supply is turned on. The rate of change (AE) in the two 
voltages is calculated. If the rate of change is greater than a 
predetermined level, it is decided that the electrode is the 
used one, and the result is displayed on the LCD 2. If the rate 
of change in the voltages is smaller than the predetermined 

w level, it is decided that the electrode is the calibrating one or 
the testing one. 
{Equation 4] 

A£= i(E ol —Eq^ y*-E 01 ! 

45 

If an unused electrode behaves similarly to an electrode 
used because the former absorbs moisture at a high 
humidity, liquid junction detecting terminals 9a and 9b are 
disposed alongside the electrode as shown in FIG, 11. 

so Supposing that the liquid junction detecting terminals 9a and 
9b are provided, when the resistance value therebetween is 
infinite, it is decided by the CPU 50 that there is no liquid 
junctions and that the electrode inserted into the connector 
3 is unused, whereas if the resistance value therebetween is 

55 low, it is decided that the electrode has been already used. 
FIG. 12 is a detailed exploded perspective view showing 
another embodiment of an electrode. FIG. 13 is a perspec- 
tive view showing the assembled electrode. 

There are provided on a substrate 31 a counter electrode 

60 34, a measuring pole 35, leads 33, 32 connected with the 
counter electrode 34 and the measuring pole 35, 
respectively, and an insulating layer 36. Although not shown 
in FIG. 12, a reaction layer containing an enzyme and a 
mediator formed on the substrate 31 covers the counter 

65 electrode 34 and the measuring pole 35. A cover 39 is fixed 
to the upper surface of the substrate 31 via a spacer 37. 
To-be-measured liquid is introduced from a supply hole 38 
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to the counter electrode 34 and the measuring pole 35 by 
means of capillary action. Reference numeral 40 denotes an 
air introducing hole. An inverse insertion-preventing pro- 
jection 41 projects from a side surface of the electrode 45. 
When the electrode 45 is inserted into the connector 3 
normally, the projection 41 is inserted into the gap, whereas 
if the electrode 45 is inserted into the connector 3 upside 
down, the projection 41 prevents the electrode 45 from being 
inserted into the gap. 

The operation of the blood sugar value-measuring appa- 
ratus disclosed in the above-described Patent Publication 
can be carried out by the measuring apparatus 1. 

Furthermore, the measuring apparatus 1 according to this 
embodiment has each function of storing a measured blood 
sugar value, measuring the blood sugar value of the control 
liquid, reading the data of the measured blood sugar value 
stored in the RAM 70, and erasing the data of the measured 
blood sugar values. The CPU 50 executes the following 
various controls which will be described below. 

An embodiment of the data managing method applied to 
the portable measuring apparatus 1 having the above- 
described construction and performing the above-described 
operation is described below. 

First, an embodiment of the data managing method to be 
carried out by the portable measuring apparatus 1 in per- 
forming a normal blood sugar value-measuring function is 
described below with reference to FIGS. 1, 2. and 3. FIGS. 
1 and 2 are connected with each other via a reference 
character (P) and FIGS. 2 and 3 are connected with each 
other via a reference character (T). 

When the measuring electrode 4 is inserted into the 
connector 3 of the apparatus 1 at step SI, the detecting 
circuit 52 outputs a mounting detection signal to the CPU 
50. Upon receipt of the signal, the CPU 50 outputs a signal 
to the buzzer 59. Then, the buzzer 59 generates an alarm 
indicating that the measuring electrode 4 has been inserted 
into the connector 3. At step S2, all segments of the LCD 2 
are turned on for two seconds under the control of the CPU 
50. The connector 3 and the detecting circuit 52 correspond 
to the electrode detecting means. 

At step S3, the battery checking device 58 detects the 
voltage of the power battery 57 incorporated in the measur- 
ing apparatus 1. At step S4, under the control of the CPU 50, 
electric current is applied to the electrode 45 inserted into the 
connector 3 via the reaction voltage setting circuit 63 and the 
current/voltage converter 53. In this manner, the CPU 50 
detects the resistance value of the electrode 45. The CPU 50 
decides whether the electrode 45 is the testing one. the 
calibrating one or the measuring one by detecting the 
resistance value of the electrode 45 through the current/ 
voltage converter 53 and the A/D converter 54. The current/ 
voltage converter 53 and the A/D converter 54 correspond to 
the signal output means. The testing electrode means an 
electrode having a predetermined resistance value so that a 
predetermined blood sugar value is displayed on the LCD 2. 

If it is decided at step S4 that the electrode 45 inserted into 
the connector 3 is the testing electrode, the program goes to 
a process, shown in FIG. 4 via a reference character (Q), 
which will be described later, whereas if it is decided at step 
S4 that the electrode 45 inserted into the connector 3 is the 
calibrating one, the program goes to a process, shown in 
FIG. 5, via a reference character (R) which will be described 
later. 

Because the measuring electrode 4 has been inserted into 
the connector 3, the CPU 50 decides that the electrode 45 is 
the electrode for measuring a blood sugar value, thus starting 
the execution of the blood sugar value-measuring function. 
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The preparatory process of functions to be executed termi- 
nates at steps SI through S4. 

The operations to be executed at steps SI through S4 
correspond to the preparatory process. A preparatory portion 
5 50a of the CPU 50 shown in FIG. 9 executes the preparatory 
process. 

The portable measuring apparatus 1 can store 10 latest 
measured blood sugar values. After the preparatory process 
terminates at steps SI through S4. a measurement number of 

io the first time measurement through the 10th time measure- 
ment indicating a current measurement and a working curve 
number (F-0 through F-9, as shown in Table 1) indicating the 
kind of the working curve are alternately displayed on the 
LCD 2 at intervals of one second at step S5. 

15 At step S6, the CPU 50 starts clocking one minute from 
the point when the preparatory process has terminated, 
namely, from the point when the alternate display of the 
measurement number and the working curve number has 
been started. It is to be noted that the clocking time period 

20 is not limited to one minute. 

The operations to be executed at steps S5 and S6 corre- 
spond to the first clocking process. A first clocking portion 
50b of the CPU 50 shown in FIG. 9 executes the first 
clocking process. 

25 At step S7. the CPU 50 decides whether or not the 
resistance value of the measuring electrode 4 has changed 
rapidly due to the dropping of blood to the measuring 
electrode 4 during the period of time from the point when 
clocking operation has started until the termination of one 

30 minute. If the dropping of the blood has been detected at step 
S7, the program goes to step Sll which will be described 
later to measure the blood sugar value, whereas if the 
dropping of the blood has not been detected at step S7, the 
program returns to step S5. 

35 The operation to be executed at step S7 corresponds to the 
deciding process. A deciding portion 50c of the CPL^ 50 
shown in FIG. 9 executes the deciding process. 

At steps S6 and S7, it is possible to drop control liquid to 
the measuring electrode 4 instead of blood- The control 

40 liquid-measuring function is described below. 

The control liquid means liquid having a density adjusted 
to a known, or predetermined density of measuring element 
in the biological body fluid. In this embodiment, the mea- 
suring element is glucose, so the control liquid has a 

45 predetermined density of glucose. The control liquid- 
measuring function means a function of checking whether or 
not a measuring/calculating circuit or the like of the portable 
measuring apparatus 1 is abnormal and whether or not 
measuring electrodes having the same lot number as that of 

50 the measuring electrode 4 used to the control liquid- 
measuring function of the control liquid has a defect, based 
on the operator's decision that a blood sugar value, corre- 
sponding to the density of glucose of the control liquid, 
indicated on the LCD 2 by dropping the control liquid to the 

55 measuring electrode 4 is included within a predesignated 
blood sugar value. The blood sugar value measured by using 
the control liquid is stored in the RAM 70. In order to 
distinguish the blood sugar value, measured by using blood, 
to be stored in the RAM 70 and the blood sugar value. 

60 measured by using the control liquid, to be stored in the 
RAM 70 from each other, the following operation is per- 
formed in dropping the control liquid to the measuring 
electrode 4. 

At steps S6 and S7. the measuring electrode 4 is pulled out 
65 from the portable measuring apparatus 1. As a result, the 
alternate display of the measurement number and the work- 
ing curve number terminates, and either the former or the 
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latter remains displayed on the LCD 2 for three seconds. 
When the measuring electrode 4 is inserted into the con- 
nector 3 again during the three seconds, as a display indi- 
cating that the control liquid is measured next, for example, 
the display of a character "C" and the display of characters 
4 *F-0" indicating the display of the working curve number 
are made alternately on the LCD 2. In this manner, the 
control liquid-measuring function is performed. When the 
measuring electrode 4 is not inserted into the connector 3 
within the three seconds, the power supply is turned off. 
When the control liquid is dropped to the measuring elec- 
trode 4, a measuring operation is performed similarly to the 
method of dropping blood to the measuring electrode 4, and 
the RAM 70 stores the character, for example, "C" indicat- 
ing the measured value of the control liquid and the blood 
sugar value measured by using the control liquid. The 
method of measuring a blood sugar value by dropping blood 
to the measuring electrode 4 is described later. 

If it is decided at step S6 that blood has not been dropped 
on the measuring electrode 4 within one minute, the program 
goes to step S8. At step S8, the CPU 50 reads the data of 
measured blood sugar values stored in the RAM 70, thus 
outputting memory numbers and the data of the measured 
blood sugar values corresponding to the respective memory 
numbers to the LCD 2 in this order. The LCD 2 displays the 
memory numbers and the data of the measured blood sugar 
values corresponding to the respective memory numbers in 
this order. 

The operation to be executed at step S8 corresponds to the 
read-out process. A read-out portion 50d of the CPU 50 
shown in FIG. 9 executes the read-out process. 

The display of the memory numbers and that of the data 
of the measured blood sugar values corresponding to the 
respective memory numbers are described below with ref- 
erence to FIG. 6 and Tables 2-4. First, the display of a 
character, for example, "A" indicating the average value of 
all measured blood sugar values stored in the RAM 70 is 
displayed on the LCD 2 for one second and then, the display 
of the character "A" is terminated and then, the average 
value is displayed for two seconds. Then, as shown in Table 
2, a latest measured blood sugar value through an oldest one 
are sequentially displayed. That is, when the two seconds 
have elapsed, the display of the average value is terminated 
and then, "3" which is the memory number storing the latest 
measured blood sugar value is displayed for one second. 
When one second has elapsed, the display of the character 
"3" is terminated and then, a measured blood sugar value 
corresponding to the memory number "3" is displayed for 
two seconds. At the termination of two seconds during 
which the measured blood sugar value corresponding to the 
memory number "3" is displayed, the display of the mea- 
sured blood sugar value corresponding to the memory 
number "3** is terminated. Then, a memory number ll 2 M is 
displayed for one second. When one second has elapsed, the 
display of the character "2" is terminated and then, a 
measured blood sugar value corresponding to the memory 
number "2" is displayed for two seconds. Similarly, the 
displays of measured blood sugar values corresponding to 
the memory numbers "5" and "4" are sequentially executed. 

The read-out method of the data of the measured blood 
sugar values stored in the RAM 70 is not limited to the 
above-described one, but it is possible to display the mea- 
sured blood sugar values in the order from the oldest one to 
the latest one and alter the above-described display time 
period of each data to a different one. 

Table 4 shows an example the read-out of the data of 
measured blood sugar values from the RAM 70 when the 



control liquid-measuring function is executed and a blood 
sugar value measured by using the control liquid is stored in 
the RAM 70. A character "C M in Table 4 shows a portion in 
which the control liquid-measuring function has been 
5 executed. When the control liquid-measuring function is 
executed and the blood sugar value measured by using the 
control liquid is stored in the RAM 70. the above-described 
average value is calculated based on only the data of the 
blood sugar values measured by using blood. That is, the 
data of the blood sugar values measured by using the control 
liquid is not used in finding the average value. 
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At step S9, it is decided whether the display of all the 
measured blood sugar values stored in the RAM 70 has 
terminated. If the display of all the measured blood sugar 
values stored in the RAM 70 has terminated at step S9. the 

35 power supply of the measuring apparatus 1 is turned off. 
If it is detected at step S10 that the blood or the control 
liquid has been dropped to the measuring electrode 4 before 
the displays of all the measured blood sugar values terminate 
at step S9, the program goes to step Sll. 

40 As described above, in the embodiment, the measuring 
apparatus 1 can display the blood sugar values stored in the 
RAM without providing with an operation button. 

The operation to be executed at step S10 corresponds to 
the dropping deciding process. A dropping deciding portion 

45 50k of the CPU 50 shown in FIG. 9 executes the dropping 
deciding process. 

Furthermore, if the electrode is installed on or removed 
from the portable measuring apparatus 1 between the opera- 
tion to be executed at step S8 and the operation to be 

50 executed at step S9, namely, while the data of the measured 
blood sugar values read out from the RAM 70 is being 
outputted to the LCD 2, the data of all the measured blood 
sugar values stored in the RAM 70 is erased. 

That is, it is decided at step S50 whether the electrode is 

55 removed from the portable measuring apparatus 1. If the 
electrode is not removed therefrom at step S50, the program 
goes to step S9, whereas if the electrode is removed there- 
from at step S50, the program goes to step S51. 

It is decided at step S51 whether the electrode has been 

60 mounted again on the portable measuring apparatus 1 within 
three seconds after the electrode is removed therefrom If the 
answer is "no" at step S51. the power supply is turned off. 
At this time, the data of the measured blood sugar values 
stored in the RAM 70 is not erased. If the answer is "yes" 

65 at step S51, the program goes to step S52 at which the data 
of all the measured blood sugar values stored in the RAM 70 
is erased. Then, the power supply is turned off. 
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The operations to be executed at steps S50 through S52 
correspond to the data erasing process. A data erasing 
portion 50/ shown in FIG. 9 executes the data erasing 

process. 

The period of time between the point when the electrode 
is removed from the connector 3 and the point when the 
electrode is mounted thereon again is not limited to three 
seconds. It is also possible to erase a part of all the data 
stored in the RAM 70. 

Further, the kind of the electrode to be mounted on or 
removed from the portable measuring apparatus 1 is not 
limited to a specific kind of electrode. 

As described above, in the embodiment, the measuring 
apparatus 1 can erase the data of the blood sugar values 
stored in the RAM 70 without providing with the operation 
button. 

The operation of starting the measurement of a blood 
sugar value is described below, supposing that blood or the 
control liquid has been dropped to the measuring electrode 
4 within one minute at steps S6 and S7 or the dropping of 
the blood or the control liquid has been detected at step S 10. 

In this case, the CPU 50 measures atmospheric tempera- 
ture Tl at step Sll by using a thermistor mounted on the 
portable measuring apparatus 1 immediately before the 
blood sugar value is measured. 

At steps S12 and S13, the CPU 50 waits for a predeter- 
mined reaction time period from the point when the drop- 
ping of the blood to the measuring electrode 4 has been 
detected at step SI until the point when the reaction of the 
blood dropped to the measuring electrode 4 and a reagent 
layer formed in the measuring electrode 4 takes place. At 
step S14. when the reaction time period has terminated, the 
CPU 50 measures a temperature T2 by using the thermistor 
immediately after the blood sugar value is measured. 

At step S15, the CPU 50 subtracts the temperature Tl 
measured at step Sll from the temperature T2 measured at 
step S14, thus deciding whether the absolute value of a value 
obtained by the subtraction is greater than a predetermined 
value K. If the absolute value is greater than the value K, the 
LCD 2 executes an error display under the control of the 
CPU 50. The temperature in the reaction of the blood and the 
reagent layer of the measuring electrode 4 affects greatly on 
a measured blood sugar value. Thus, when the temperature 
difference between the temperature before the measurement 
and that after the measurement is higher than the predeter- 
mined value K. the measured blood sugar value is not 
reliable. If the absolute value is equal or less to the value K 
at step S15, the program goes to step S17 at which the CPU 
50 issues an instruction to the reaction voltage setting circuit 
<i3 to apply a predetermined voltage to the measuring 
electrode 4. thus measuring the value of oxidation current 
Based on the measured value of the oxidation current, the 
CPU 50 calculates a blood sugar value, thus outputting a 
signal to the LCD 2 at step S18 so that the blood sugar value 
is displayed thereon. In displaying the blood sugar value, the 
CPU 50 also outputs a signal to the buzzer 59 to inform a 
user of the completion of the measurement. 

The operations to be executed at steps 12. 13, 17, and 18 
are similar to those to be executed in the blood sugar 
value-measuring apparatus disclosed in the Patent Publica- 
tion, 

The operations to be executed at steps Sll through S17 
correspond to the blood sugar value-measuring process. A 
blood sugar value-measuring portion 50c of the CPU 50 
shown in FIG. 9 executes the blood sugar value-measuring 
process in this embodiment. 

At step S19, the CPU 50 decides whether three minutes 
have elapsed from the start point of the display of the 
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measured blood sugar value executed at step S18, namely, 
from the point when the process of measuring the blood 
sugar value has been completed. The operations to be 
executed at steps S18 and S19 correspond to the second 

5 clocking process. A second clocking portion 50/ of the CPU 
50 shown in FIG. 9 executes the second clocking process. 

It is decided at step S20 whether or not the user has pulled 
out the measuring electrode 4 from the connector 3 before 
the three minutes elapse. This decision is made based on 
whether the mounting detection signal has been supplied 
from the detecting circuit 52 to the CPU 50. If the measuring 
electrode 4 is not pulled out therefrom at step S20. the 
program returns to step S18. thus executing operations 
between steps S18 and S20, whereas if the measuring 
electrode 4 is pulled out therefrom at step S20, the program 

15 goes to step S21. The decision as to whether the mounting 
detection signal has been supplied from the detecting circuit 
52 to the CPU 50 is made based on the level, namely, a high 
level and a low level of the mounting detection signal. 
At step S21, the CPU 50 starts counting three seconds 

20 from the point when the CPU 50 has detected the removal 
of the measuring electrode 4 from the connector 3 at step 

520. thus deciding whether or not the measuring electrode 4 
has been inserted into the connector 3 again within the three 
seconds based on whether the mounting detection signal has 

25 been supplied from the detecting circuit 52 to the CPU 50. 
If the CPU 50 has detected the insertion of the measuring 
electrode 4 within three seconds at step S21, the CPU 50 
outputs a signal to the RAM 70 not to store the data of the 
currently measured blood sugar value, namely, to execute 

30 the measurement result-erasing function, the power supply 
of the measuring apparatus 1 is turned off under the control 
of the CPU 50. If the CPU 50 has not detected the insertion 
of the measuring electrode 4 within three seconds at step 

521, the program goes to step S22 at which the RAM 70 
35 stores the data of the currently measured blood sugar value. 

Then, the power supply is turned off. 

If the measuring electrode 4 is not removal from the 
connector 3 at step S20, the program returns to step S18 to 
continue the operations at steps S18 through S20. When it is 

40 decided at step S19 that three minutes have elapsed, the 
program goes to step S22 at which the RAM 70 stores the 
data of the currently measured blood sugar value. 

The operations to be executed at steps S20 and S21 
correspond to the writing permission/nonpermission decid- 

45 ing process. A writing permission/nonpermission deciding 
portion 50g of the CPU 50 shown in FIG. 9 executes the 
writing permission/nonpermission deciding process. The 
operation to be executed at step S22 corresponds to the 
writing process. A writing portion 50/i of the CPU 50 shown 

so in FIG. 9 executes the writing process. 

Description is made on an embodiment of the data man- 
aging method in performing a measuring function by means 
of the testing electrode and the calibrating (switch-over of 
working curve) function with reference to FIGS. 4 and 5. 

55 supposing that the testing electrode or the calibrating elec- 
trode has been inserted into the connector 3. 

The measuring function by means of the testing electrode 
means a function to check whether or not the portable 
measuring apparatus 1 operates normally. The CPU 50 

60 decides that the electrode inserted into the connector 3 is the 
testing electrode according to a predetermined resistance 
value of the testing electrode and converts the resistance 
value into a blood sugar value in case of this embodiment, 
thus outputting a signal to the LCD 2 so that the measured 

65 blood sugar value is displayed thereon. 

Referring to FIG. 4. the operation of the measuring 
function by means of the testing electrode is described 
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below. When it is decided at step S4 that the electrode 
inserted into the connector 3 is the testing electrode, the 
program goes to step S30 at which the CPU 50 converts the 
resistance value of the testing electrode into a blood sugar 
value, thus outputting a signal to the LCD 2 so that the 
measured blood sugar value measured by means of the 
testing electrode is displayed thereon. 

It is decided at step S31 whether or not the testing 
electrode has been pulled out from the connector 3. The CPU 
50 makes the decision based on whether or not the detecting 
circuit 52 has supplied the mounting detection signal to the 
CPU 50. If the testing electrode has been pulled out there- 
from at step S31, the power supply of the portable measuring 
apparatus 1 is turned off under the control of the CPU 50. If 
the testing electrode has not been pulled out therefrom at 
step S31. the CPU 50 decides at step S32 whether or not 10 
seconds have elapsed from the point when the electrode was 
inserted into the connector 3 at step SI. If 10 seconds have 
not elapsed and the testing electrode has not been pulled out 
from the connector 3. the program returns to step S30 to 
repeatedly perform the operations; at steps S30 through S32. 
When 10 seconds have elapsed at step S32 without the 
testing electrode being removed from the connector 3, the 
program goes to step S33 at which the CPU 50 reads out the 
data of the past 10 measured blood sugar values stored in the 
RAM 70. thus outputting the data of the 10 measured blood 
sugar values sequentially to the LCD 2. The data of the 10 
measured blood sugar values is displayed in the same 
procedure as that to be performed at step S8. 

It is probable that the CPU 50 performs the data erasing 
operation (step S50 through S52) as described above before 
the output of the data of all the measured blood sugar values 
read out from the RAM 70 is completed. That is* it is decided 
at step S50 subsequent to step S33 whether or not the 
electrode has been removed from the portable measuring 
apparatus 1. If the electrode has not been removed therefrom 
at step S50, the program goes to step S53, whereas if the 
electrode has been removed therefrom at step S50, the 
program goes to step S51. 

It is decided at step S51 whether or not the electrode has 
been mounted again on the portable measuring apparatus 1 
within three seconds after the removal of the electrode 
therefrom. If the electrode has not been mounted again at 
step SSL the power supply is turned off under the control of 
the CPU 50. At this time, the data of the measured blood 
sugar values stored in the RAM 70 is not erased. If the 
electrode has been mounted again at step S5L the program 
goes to step S52 at which the CPU 50 erases the data of all 
the measured blood sugar values stored in the RAM 70. 
Then, the power supply is turned off under the control of the 
CPU 50. 

It is decided at step S53 whether the output of the data of 
all the measured blood sugar values read out from the RAM 
70 is completed. If the output is not completed at step S53, 
the program returns to step S33, whereas if the output is 
completed at step 53, the power supply is turned off. 

The calibrating (switch-over of working curve) function 
means a function to specify one working curve from among 
data of a plurality of working curve stored in the portable 
measuring apparatus 1. The CPU 50 decides that an elec- 
trode inserted into the connector 3 is the calibrating elec- 
trode according to a predetermined resistance value of the 
electrode, thus specifying a working curve designated by the 
calibrating electrode. 

The operation of the calibrating function is described 
below with reference to FTC 5. If it is decided at step S4 that 
an electrode inserted into the connector 3 is the calibrating 
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electrode, the program goes to step S40 at which the 
working curve number is displayed on the LCD 2 under the 
control of the CPU 50. based on the resistance value of the 
calibrating electrode. 

5 It is decided at step S41 whether or not the calibrating 
electrode has been pulled out from the connector 3. The CPU 
50 makes the decision based on whether or not the detecting 
circuit 52 has outputted the mounting detection signal to the 
CPU 50. If the calibrating electrode has been pulled out from 
the connection 3 at step S41, the power supply of the 
portable measuring apparatus 1 is turned off under the 
control of the CPU 50. If the calibrating electrode has not 
been pulled out from the connection 3 at step S4L the CPU 
50 decides whether or not 10 seconds have elapsed from the 
point when the electrode was inserted into the connector 3 

15 at step SI. If 10 seconds have not elapsed and the calibrating 
electrode has not been pulled out from the connector 3, the 
program returns to step S40 to repeatedly perform the 
operations at steps S40 through S42. When 10 seconds have 
elapsed at step S42 without the calibrating electrode being 

20 removed from the connector 3. the program goes to step S43 
at which the CPU 50 reads out the data of the past 10 
measured blood sugar values stored in the RAM 70, thus 
outputting the data of the read-out measured blood sugar 
values sequentially to the LCD 2. The data of the read-out 

25 measured blood sugar values is displayed in the same 
procedure as that to be performed at step S8. 

It is probable that the CPU 50 executes the data erasing 
operation (step S50 through S52) as described above before 
the output of the data of all the measured blood sugar values 

30 read out from the RAM 70 is completed. That is. it is decided 
at step S50 subsequent to step S43 whether or not the 
electrode has been removed from the portable measuring 
apparatus 1. If the electrode has not been removed therefrom 
at step S50, the program goes to step S53, whereas if the 

35 electrode has been removed therefrom at step S50, the 
program goes to step S51. 

It is decided at step S51 whether or not the electrode has 
been mounted again on the portable measuring apparatus 1 
within three seconds after the removal of the electrode 

40 therefrom. If the electrode has not been mounted again at 
step S51, the power supply is turned off under the control of 
the CPU 50. At this time, the data of the measured blood 
sugar values stored in the RAM 70 is not erased. If the 
electrode has been mounted again at step S51. the program 

45 goes to step S52 at which the CPU 50 erases the data of all 
the measured blood sugar values stored in the RAM 70. 
Then, the power supply is turned off. 

It is decided at step S53 whether the output of the data of 
all the measured blood sugar values read out from the RAM 

50 70 is completed. If the output is not completed at step S53. 
the program returns to step S43, whereas if the output is 
completed at step 53, the power supply is turned off. 

As described above, the data stored in the RAM 70 can be 
displayed as short as 10 seconds after the testing electrode 

55 or the calibrating electrode is inserted into the connector 3, 
whereas the data stored in the RAM 70 is displayed as long 
as one minute after the measuring electrode 4 is inserted into 
the connector 3. 

The operations to be executed at steps S30 and S40 

60 correspond to the predetermined value-display process. A 
predetermined value-display portion 50** of the CPU 50 
shown in FIG. 9 executes the predetermined value display 
process. The operations to be executed at steps S31 through 
S33 and S41 correspond to the first clocking process, the 

65 deciding process, and the read-out process, respectively. 
In the above embodiment, the portable measuring appa- 
ratus 1 has no operation button, so. the operations, e.g. the 
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operation for reading out the measured blood sugar value, 
the operation for erasing the measured blood sugar value and 
so on, are executed by mounting the electrode on the 
portable measuring apparatus 1 and removing the electrode 
therefrom. 5 

However, the portable measuring apparatus may have at 
least one operation button, and thus at least one of the 
operations may be executed by the operation button. 

As described above, according to the article of manufac- 
ture comprising a computer usable medium of the present 10 
invention, as the computer usable medium embodies 
computer-readable program code detecting means, 
computer-readable program code characteristic measuring 
means, computer-readable program code clocking means, 
computer-readable program code determining means, 15 
computer-readable program code density measuring means, 
computer-readable program code density storing means, 
computer-readable program code read out means, and 
computer-readable program code output means, the measur- 
ing apparatus comprising the article of manufacture can 20 
smoothly measure the density data, store the measured 
density data to the storing means, and read out the measured 
density data from the storing means. 

Although the present invention has been fully described in 
connection with the preferred embodiments thereof with 25 
reference to the accompanying drawings, it is to be noted 
that various changes and modifications are apparent to those 
skilled in the art. Such changes and modifications are to be 
understood as included within the scope of the present 
invention as defined by the appended claims unless they 30 
depart therefrom. 

What is claimed is: 

1. An article of manufacture comprising: 

a computer usable medium, including computer-readable 
program code means embodied therein, for causing a 35 
computer to manage data in a measuring apparatus, the 
computer-readable program code means in the article 
of manufacture comprising: 

computer-readable program code detecting means for 
causing the computer to detect whether an electrode has 40 
been mounted on the measuring apparatus; 

computer-readable program code characteristic measur- 
ing means for causing the computer to measure a 
characteristic of the electrode to determine what type of 
electrode has been mounted on the measuring appara- 45 
tus; 

computer-readable program code clocking means for 
causing the computer to clock a first period of time after 
the computer has measured the characteristic of the 
electrode; 50 

computer-readable program code determining means for 
causing the computer to determine whether an execu- 
tion for clocking the first period of time has been 
switched over to an execution for measuring density of 
an element included in a biological body fluid before a 
termination point of the first period of time; 55 

computer-readable program code density measuring 

means for causing the computer to measure density of 
the element included in the biological body fluid which 
has been placed on the electrode when the execution for 
the first period of time has been switched over to the 60 
execution for measuring density of the element 
included in the biological body fluid before a terrnina- 
tion point of the first period of time; 
computer-readable program code density storing means 
for causing the computer to store a measured density of 65 
the element included in the biological body fluid in a 
storing means; and 
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computer-readable program code read out and output 
means for causing the computer to read out measured 
density data stored in the storing means 

and then output the measured density data read out from 
the storing means when the first period of time has 
reached a termination point without being switched 
over to the execution for measuring density of the 
element included in the biological body fluid. 

2. The article of manufacture as claimed in claim 1. 
wherein the program code means further comprises: 

computer-readable program code erasing means for caus- 
ing the computer to determine whether to erase the 
measured density data in the storing means when the 
mounted electrode has been removed from the measur- 
ing apparatus before all of the measured density data 
read out from the storing means is outputted and then 
the electrode has been mounted thereon. 

3. The article of manufacture as claimed in claim 1. 
wherein the program code means further comprises: 

computer-readable program code writing permission/ 
nonpermission determining means for causing the com- 
puter to determine whether to store the measured 
density data to the storing means. 

4. The article of manufacture as claimed in claim 2, 
wherein the program code means further comprises: 

computer-readable program code writing permission/ 
nonpermission determining means for causing the com- 
puter to determine whether to store the measured 
density data to the storing means. 

5. The article of manufacture as claimed in claim 1. 
wherein the program code means further comprises: 

computer-readable program code value displaying means 
for causing the computer to display a value based on a 
resistance value of an electrode mounted on the mea- 
suring apparatus when a resistance value measuring 
electrode has been mounted on the measuring appara- 
tus. 

6. The article of manufacture as claimed in claim 4, 
wherein the program code means further comprises: 

computer-readable program code value displaying means 
for causing the computer to display a value based on a 
resistance value of an electrode mounted on the mea- 
suring apparatus when a resistance value measuring 
electrode has been mounted on the measuring appara- 
tus. 

7. The article of manufacture as claimed in claim 1. 
wherein the biological body fluid is blood, the element of the 
biological body fluid is glucose, and the density data of the 
element is a blood sugar value. 

8. The article of manufacture as claimed in claim 4, 
wherein the biological body fluid is blood, the element of the 
biological body fluid is glucose, and the density data of the 
element is a blood sugar value. 

9. The article of manufacture as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein the biological body fluid is blood plasma. 

10. The article of manufacture as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein the biological body fluid is blood serum. 

11. The article of manufacture as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein the biological body fluid is urine. 

12. The article of manufacture as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein the element is lactic acid. 

13. The article of manufacture as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein the element is cholesterol. 

14. The article of manufacture as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein the element is uric acid. 

15. The article of manufacture as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein the element is triglyceride. 
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